Introduction
The history of the Korean Diaspora could be said to have begun with the fall of Gojoseon around the 108 B.C. or when many displaced people moved to Japan after Baekje fell in 660. Because of many national disturbances, such as the Japanese invasion of 1592 and political disruption at the end of the 19 th century, many Koreans established themselves overseas, either voluntarily or by compulsion, after turning their backs on their own country. Today they constitute a Korean Diaspora around the world, in places like America, China, Japan, and Russia. One argument about the Korean Diaspora that has never been resolved relates to the North Korean Diaspora. There is a range of opinion on the subject, 1 starting from whether North Korean Diaspora can even be regarded as a diaspora 2 in the traditional sense. Terms like "North Korean defectors", "North Korean immigrants", "North Korean refugees", and "North Korean migrants" are used widely to describe North Koreans who have left North Korea. This study defines the North Korean Diaspora as those North Koreans who escaped from North Korea after the government was established or who settled down overseas after rejecting orders to return. The study recognizes the aforementioned diversity of opinion regarding the application of the term diaspora but uses it to avoid confusing future researchers by creating another term. The application of the term is diachronic and restricts its use to "Wollamin", mainly the escapees who defected to South Korea before and after the establishment of the North Korean government in 1948 and during the Korean War; "defected veterans", who escaped to South Korea after the war ended; "refugees" who escaped to foreign countries from North Korea; and "North Korean defectors" since the early 1990s. After the North Korean government was established, many immigrants established North Korean diasporic communities in South Korea or elsewhere, such as China, the Soviet Union (Russia), and Southeast Asia. When the present North Korean Diaspora is compared to that of the past, economic factors are more significant in explaining their formation than used to be the case. 3 The data and studies on those who escaped North Korea after the establishment of the North Korean government and during the Korean War are growing continuously, especially on the diaspora that has arisen since the early 1990s; studies on the earlier diaspora, from the mid-1950s to the early 1960s, are fewer. Strictly speaking the diaspora comprised of mainly war orphans and students studying abroad, who were accepted by countries like the former Soviet Union, China, and many of the East European countries. After the North Korean government ordered them to return, some of them defied the order and remained in these countries or fled to other places as North Korean diasporas. The number of refugees who fled to Europe was not large, and most of those involved turned their backs on North Korea for ideological reasons. The main reason for the inadequacy of research on them could be insufficient data.
Much of the data that was previously difficult to access is now available to the public, following the removal of the so-called Iron Curtain across the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Many of the better studies were made possible by the availability of the new data. This diaspora is particularly worth studying because it explains the reasons behind the disruption of the diasporic process, which only resumed in the mid-1990s.
This study divides the diaspora into three main periods. In order to analyze the communities that were established in Europe from the mid-1950s to the early 1960s -the second period -the study examines the life of a North Korean student studying abroad. The study makes use of Hungarian diplomatic documents from the National Archives of Hungary (NAH) and Korean diplomatic documents from the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Republic of Korea (DAROK). This case study exemplifies a pattern of refusals to return by students studying abroad in Eastern Europe including those in the Soviet Union that was so common that a case can be made for treating those who fled during this period as a separate diaspora. The study also examines how cases such as this one, occurring within the context of a changing Eastern Europe, affected the North Korean government. It also explores how North Korean students overseas viewed the world at the time and identifies common features among North Korean diasporas that have until now been regarded as separate and distinct.
The Three Periods of the North Korean Diaspora
As has been mentioned above, this study recognizes that the meaning of the term "North Korean Diaspora" is open to contestation, so the term is used with a restricted meaning, limiting its application to those who possessed North Korean citizenship once the North Korean government was established and who sought new homes outside North Korea. The diaspora is categorized into three periods. The first period covers the years from the establishment of the North Korean government in 1948 to the end of the Korean War in 1953. This period could be subdivided into before/after 1948 and the Korean War (1950-53), 4 but since the periods are connected and most of the migrants moved to South Korea, it is treated as one period. 5 The number involved could be anything from 500,000 to 4.5 million people, depending on classification, but South Korean scholars estimate the number to be between 550,000 and 650,000.
6 Because those involved moved to South Korea, which had the same language and culture, it is reasonable to dispute the use of the term diaspora in its usual sense. 7 However, whether or not South and North Korea recognize each other as independent countries, the ambivalent attitude that the Wollamin displayed meet the criteria for diaspora as defined by Mudimbe and Engel, 8 who employ an expanded concept of the term. It certainly would not be a stretch to include the Wollamin in the North Korean Diaspora on the basis of Tölölyan's definition of the term, 9 which expands to include immigrants, expatriates, guest workers, exile communities, overseas communities, and ethnic communities.
After the Korean War ended, many North Koreans left their homes and moved abroad, but while the timing of their departure is connected to the end of the war, this study assigns them to a different period because most of them were sent abroad under government direction. The migrants from this period belong, for the most part, to one of two groups: war orphans sent abroad to be educated 10 and young North Koreans sent overseas to other socialist countries to acquire skills to help restore postwar Korea. The number involved could be more than 30,000 people, but data sources are insufficient in number and disagree.
11 Moreover, what data we have comes from personal sources; legitimate, scholarly studies that put them into context in relation to North Korea are lacking. Of course, research should include the accounts of those involved, as well as data from North Korea and the countries targeted for education and study, but this has not been possible because the data has not been accessed -except for a few countries like the Soviet Union, China, and Japan -and because the oral statements are not diverse or sufficient enough. Nevertheless, research is still being carried out, and it has become easier because of accessibility to data concerning those who stayed in the Soviet Union, China, and Japan, which provide relatively more people for research. Such studies as there are, however, deal with their subjects as returnees rather than as members of the North Korean Diaspora. Of course, it would be unreasonable to include all North Korean emigrants as members of the diaspora, 12 because many of them left North Korea temporarily and their return was prearranged, even if precise dates were not set. Those who rejected the order to return to North Korea or who chose not to return and settled in a foreign country could be seen as members of the diaspora, however, and this study deals with them. From what we know, most North Korean Diaspora groups from this period formed in the Soviet Bloc countries, but also Japan and China. It is presumed that the number decreased rapidly after North Korea's forced repatriation measures, which continued from the mid-1950s to the early 1960s. Some North Koreans disobeyed the government and still live abroad, as citizens of their host countries, as stateless individuals, or as South Korean citizens. From the mid-1960s to the mid-1990s, there was nothing resembling the previous outflow of manpower from North Korea. Many students were sent abroad to study in Europe and the United States, particularly in the 1980s, 13 but we can assume that their management was very strict, and it would be appropriate to regard them as participants in one country's special but ordinary activities, be it short-term study abroad or overseas deployment of manpower.
The third period of the diaspora covers the period from the mid-1990s to the present. Research on the period is accumulating steadily. The number of North Koreans who settled in South Korea increased significantly in 1992, and by 2013, the number had reached 26,124.
14 It is estimated that there are between 12,000 and 20,000 escapees in China 15 and that several thousand more have settled in the United States, Canada, and Europe. 16 Most of them were pursuing a better economic life; this period of the diaspora began during North Korea's food shortages in the mid-1990s and accelerated after the United States enacted the North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 17 and the West officially recognized the status of North Korean escapees. The number of those escaping has dropped recently because of new measures introduced by the North Korean government to prevent escape, but many experts believe it will not be able to contain its citizens' desire to escape for very long if internal sanctions are eased in any way.
The Diaspora in the Second Half of the 1950s
From the perspective of the North Korean Diaspora, circumstances in North Korea after the outbreak of the Korean War were little different to those in South Korea. After the war, however, the need to acquire the advanced skills that were unavailable, except abroad, made outward migration unavoidable. Other socialist countries agreed to accept up to 30,000 war orphans, sent by the North Korean government to study in China, the Soviet Union, Eastern European countries, and Mongolia. Most of them were sent to China, although it is said that not all of them were war orphans; some were the children of high-level North Korean officials. 18 Most of these were summoned back to North Korea around 1959, mainly because the approximately 250,000 members of the Chinese People's Volunteer Army, which had participated in the reconstruction of North Korea after the war, had completed their withdrawal in October 1958. 19 Since the returnees had acquired skills and knowledge from countries more advanced than North Korea, they contributed greatly to the reconstruction of North Korea. Recent studies have focused on their role in the development of North Korean society (or North Korea). 20 Data on students in Eastern Europe has not been included, however, because of limited access, and those studies that have been carried out focus on the students' activities once they had returned rather than from the perspective of the diaspora. Information about students' lives in the Soviet Bloc is important because although they shared the same philosophy and ideology as North Korea, political conditions were very different, and those who had experience of both societies can provide a unique perspective. In addition, their perspective constitutes something more than just personal experience. Although they were not members of an organized movement, the students shared a common attitude of hostility toward the North Korean system and a preference for exile in the West. 21 This was not something North Korean leaders would have welcomed and could be one of the reasons why the regime maintained relatively strict policies on study abroad and kept a close eye on those it sent to the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, although the main reason for this attitude had more to do with North Korea's internal political background and the international environment. To understand this, we must examine the political situations in North Korea and Eastern Europe in the mid-1950s, as well as North Korea's conflicts with China and the Soviet Union over the August Incident of 1956, among other things. This incident led to acceleration in the withdrawal of the Chinese People's Army, 22 which meant a serious lack of labor for postwar reconstruction, so the government came up with the policy of recalling many of those abroad. The incident, which is the only collective civilian attempt to ever challenge the supreme power in North Korea, greatly influenced the political landscape of North Korea and provided the impetus for placing the Juche idea, North Korea's ruling ideology, ahead of political ideology. Moreover, the middle of 1956 was a period full of tension in Eastern Europe, where the Polish and Hungarian Revolutions were taking place in the wake of the 20 th convention of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, when criticism of Stalin began, albeit behind closed doors. 23 Under these circumstances, an examination of the ideas and opinions of those North Koreans who chose to stay in Eastern Europe rather than return home offers much of value. 33 Toward the end of July 1959, he visited the Chinese Embassy in Bern, Switzerland, and tried to express his political views, arguing the need for a union or confederation between North Korea and China based on Marxism-Leninism. However, because of problems with the language, he could not converse smoothly, so he expressed his opinions in a letter, which he wrote at the suggestion of the staff at the Chinese Embassy. 34 When he did not receive any response from the Chinese Embassy, he visited the Hungarian Consulate 35 in Bern at the end of October. On October 27, he sent a long letter to the Consulate that included his feelings, political views, and his interpretation of the international political situation, based on his experience of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. In that letter, he requested help to study Chinese in China for one year so that he could work in the Hungarian Embassy in Beijing, which seems a bit absurd now. 36 Receiving no reply, he sent another letter 37 in early December to hurry things up. 38 Up to this point, he had wanted to go to China in order to realize his political ideals and did not show any intention of going to South Korea, from which he received financial and administrative support, or to North Korea, his homeland. 39 Suddenly, however, he changed his attitude, and on January 21, 1960, he applied for a Hungarian entry visa, with a document written in his own hand, 40 to the Hungarian Consulate in Bern. 41 On January 27, the Hungarian consul directly signed and forwarded Choi's official application 42 to the Passport Division of the MFAH. The day before, the protocol department of the MFAH saw Taehwa Kim, an attaché of the North Korean Embassy in Budapest, notified him that Inhwan Choi had sent an application for a Hungarian entry visa, and told him that they would process this according to the requirements of the North Korean Embassy. 43 One month later, Kim requested that the MFAH allow Inhwan Choi to enter Hungary and for the Ministry of the Interior of Hungary (MIH) to follow him "illegally" (illegálisan) from the time he arrived to the time he left Hungary. 44 The MFAH sent a confidential document to László Földes, the vice-minister of the MIH, informing him that Choi had specified the length of his visit to be 2-3 months on the application for an entry visa, and requested the MIH's cooperation so that it could follow him during his visit. 45 The MIH replied on April 14, agreeing with the request and asked for Choi's visit to be reduced to three weeks or one month if the North Korean Embassy would allow it. 46 Upon receiving this request through the MFAH, 47 the North Korean Embassy in Budapest replied that once Choi arrived in Budapest, they would collect his South Korean passport, issue another one (más útlevelet), and issue an exit visa immediately because he would be repatriated to Pyongyang.
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Comparison of Diasporas
As mentioned earlier, studies on those who left North Korea for Europe between the mid-1950s and early 1960s have been inadequate because of the lack of data. As a witness to the events of that time, Inhwan Choi provides a valuable and interesting case. Rather than interpret his exile and return as the consequences of his own individual and unique circumstances, we can regard them as events that occurred in the middle of North Korea's internal crackdown that accompanied the frozen political atmosphere that arose after the August Incident, the uprisings of the Polish and Hungarian peoples against Stalinist rule, and the denigration of Stalin that began at the 20th convention of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. It was during this period that not just Choi but many other North Korean students defected or disobeyed the order to return to North Korea, suggesting that the above perspective is warranted. The 20 th Convention of Communist Party of the Soviet Union was held on February of 1956. It affected not only the events leading to the August Incident, but also to the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. The August Incident caused many of North Korean diasporas. Even though events were not limited to one area or country, they can be looked at as a group phenomenon, al-beit one without a systematic intelligence network, and it is possible to interpret the Inhwan Choi case on that basis. Thus, if we look at those who left North Korea right after the establishment of the North Korean government and because of the Korean War as the first set of defectors, then those like Choi can be regarded as the second set. A period of stability then followed as the regime was established and the government's strict policies prevented any further diaspora from occurring. The collapse of those policies in the early 1990s led to the emergence of a third set of defectors, which persists to this day.
Control of Students Overseas
A further reason to pay attention to the North Korean Diaspora of the mid-1950s to the early 1960s is that the North Korean government turned to strong management and control of overseas students in light of such dissident activity, reducing the numbers sent abroad significantly. 49 Such activity could be seen by the North Korean government as a major impediment to solidifying the system and as damaging to the country's reputation abroad. The government actively monitored and controlled the students because it regarded them as potential forces of opposition. 50 In the case of Inhwan Choi, Dongcheol Choi, the North Korean ambassador in Budapest, personally asked the Yugoslavian Embassy in Budapest about his escape to Yugoslavia and followed his activities in Yugoslavia. 51 The fact that the North Korean government was aware of Inhwan Choi's statement 52 criticizing North Korea on a Munich radio station also suggests that they kept an eye on his activities systematically.
The actions that the North Korean government later took regarding deserters in regions other than Hungary increased in severity. For example, in the case of the four North Korean students who refused to return from Bulgaria, the North Korean ambassador was deported for tracking them down, kidnapping them, and locking them up. 53 When Kim Il Sung visited Bulgaria in 1976 and 1986, he raised the issue of these four refugees with the Bulgarian government. 54 Even in the Soviet Union, there were diplomatic problems when North Korean special agents pursued students who had disappeared, with the result that the North Korean ambassador in Moscow was eventually deported. 55 It is possible that the North Korean government's diplomatically irrational decisions arose because it was attempting to "make examples" of the students for internal consumption, but it would also be difficult to deny that their actions show the political significance they attached to the students' actions. 56 
The Propaganda War in Europe
In the mid-1950s and early 1960s, the students' actions meant that the propaganda war between the two Koreas expanded across Europe. Most of the students wanted to continue studying where they were, not even thinking of South Korea as a place to live, but some of them came to the South Korean embassy and asked for South Korea's support. 57 Among the diplomatic documents regarding these refugee students that were sent to Seoul from the South Korean Consulate in Bonn, there is something interesting. Chang Yoon-Kul, who was the first secretary at the South Korean Consulate in Bonn and worked as the acting minister, reported information regarding the purges that followed the August Incident, as follows:
This information is rather an old story already known to the people, but the reason why I am reporting this to Your Excellency is that this has been confirmed by the two students and also this might be useful in counteracting the recent Communists' unification propaganda campaign. 58 It is not difficult to imagine, as the diplomatic documents suggest, that they tried to get information from those students who chose exile, 59 and it shows that there were already discussions in progress regarding their political use or as a source of valuable information, focusing on the exile group in Europe. Unfortunately, North Korean data regarding this cannot be accessed, but the likelihood of North Korea responding in kind to South Korea's actions or even pre-empting them can be assumed. In the East Berlin (Spy) Incident, 60 for example, the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA) announced that Korean students studying abroad in West Germany had contacted North Korea and had been in touch with the North Korean Embassy in East Germany since September 1958.
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Conclusion
Until now, studies of the lives and activities of North Koreans studying in Europe between the mid-1950s and the early 1960s have been inadequate because of insufficient data.
This paper tries to classify the occurrence of North Korean diaspora into three eras. The first era spans the time of establishment of the North Korean regime until the Korean War and the second era from the Korean War until the early 1960's when the war orphans and students studying abroad were ordered home to North Korea. The third era originated in the mid-1990s when the economic crisis happened in North Korea. While the first and third periods have been well documented, until now, studies on the lives and activities of North Koreans studying in Europe between the mid-1950s and the early 1960s have been inadequate because of insufficient data.
This has mainly been attributed to the lack of access to documented evidence. Moreover, this period has been difficult to research because at the time North Korean refugees mainly fled to formerly Communist countries, such as the East European countries, and the former Soviet Union. The period between the Korean War and the early 1960s, when North Korea laid the foundation for stability of political power after the August incident of 1956, belongs to the second term. In this paper, I have cited several sources from the Korean, Hungarian and Soviet Union archives. Especially, this paper is a dossier on a North Korean refugee (Inhwan Choi who studied in Hungary as a medical student on scholarship) complied from confidential diplomatic documents of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary. Tracing the microcosm of this refugee's early years has provided glimpses into significant historical events, like the August Incident and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. Moreover, the macrocosm surrounding this refugee has enabled to identify a point of contact between these two political events. A few documented memoirs and reminiscences of those historical events remain with the very man who experienced these events. Particularly, the refugee himself wrote a 10-page long memoir, and some official documents recorded by a third person exist, which are a rarity. These reveal how a particular refugee understood the state of the world around him, both as an individual and as someone thrown into the maelstrom of history. These documents are, therefore, valuable, transcending the perspective of one individual and setting them apart from the memoirs, autobiographies, and interviews that appear following his exile.
Besides the North Korean diaspora under consideration in this paper, the Hungarian sources additionally tell us some new facts, namely that North Korea anticipated the military dictatorship in South Korea right after the April Revolution and the so far unknown information of North Korean ex-ambassador in Moscow who was banished by ex-USSR for kidnapping.
It is regrettable that there was no possibility of reviewing the data of other countries in more detail and that it was not possible to make any significant contact with North Korean escapees in China and Japan, where the majority of those with North Korean citizenship lived, outside of Europe. I close this study in the hope that more research will be done in this field and that interest in it will be sustained. Safran defines the term "diaspora" as applicable to any expatriate communities possessing several of the following features: 1. dispersal from the place of origin to two or more other places; 2. retention of a collective memory, fantasy, or myth about the homeland; 3. a feeling that they are not -and possibly cannot be -part of the host society; 4. a yearning for the homeland as the true, ideal home and for an eventual homecoming at the proper time; 5. a belief that they should, collectively, be committed to the motherland's security, prosperity, and restoration; 6. an ongoing relationship with the mother country such that their ethnocommunal consciousness and sense of solidarity are strongly affected by that relationship. The validity of including the Wollamins of this period in the diaspora can be debated. In addition, it might be appropriate to classify those North Koreans who defected and settled in South Korea as a "North Korean intra-diaspora." This study uses "North Korean diaspora" to avoid the use of too many terms. . Hungarian administrative confidential documents are the most authentic sources in this regard because Hungary was one of the countries involved. They show that, on January 5, three groups arrived back in Pyongyang: 21 students; 375 students who were mainly war orphans, through Sopron in Hungary and Czechoslovakia; and approximately 400 students, mainly technical school students or university students (XIX-J-1-k. Box No. 8. 1/25/3/1957). According to AFPSU data, however, approximately 1,200 people returned to North Korea, all war orphans except for 110 students who were about to graduate in Hungary (AFPSU, quoted in Sin, "Training and Reorganization", 68).
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There is a theoretical justification for regarding North Korean war orphans who were sent overseas for an education within the category of diaspora. Marienstras points out that length of time abroad is an important aspect of diaspora. See R. Marienstras, "On the Notion of Diaspora", in Minority Peoples in the Age of Nation-States, edited by G. Chaliand (London: Pluto, 1989), 125. Tölölyan interprets the meaning of diaspora broadly and includes exile, loss, dislocation, helplessness, and pain in general as useful and proper signifiers in describing the features of dispersal. See K. Tölölyan, "Rethinking Diaspora(s): Stateless Power in the Transnational Moment", Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies 5.1 (1996): 9.
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In the 1970s, only 156 North Korean students entered higher education institutions in the Soviet Union, whereas for the years 1980-1985, 915 students enrolled (Byelov, quoted in Sin, "Training and Reorganization", 60). For Hungary, refer to Footnote 53.
14 South Korean Ministry of Unification, http://www.unikorea.go.kr/index.do?menuCd=DOM _000000105006006000
The uprising of workers that happened in East Germany in June 1953, right after Stalin's death, could be seen as the start of the political upheavals in Eastern Europe in the 1950s, represented here by Poland and Hungary. 24 The Inhwan Choi file is a part of the confidential diplomatic documents of the MFAH. It is now declassified and in possession of the NAH. It consists of 39 microfilms in total. This study replaces the document number with the microfilm number so that general researcher can access them easily. Among the diplomatic confidential documents of the MFAH that are in possession of the NAH, the data from 1949 to 1989 are kept on microfilm. Apart from a few exceptional cases, they are provided to general researchers on microfilm rather than in their original form, so this study provides the roll number and serial number of the microfilm. Bogook Kim has organized the entire list of the data relevant to this period and has published it in the form of a catalogue. 
